
 

 
 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
                                  2016 THE YEAR OF MERCY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Trust is something we seek in our relationships with others – whether that is with 
our husband, wife, children, even our butcher or hairdresser requires our trust.  
Trust is inextricably linked to mastery.   Parents trusting educators are “masters of 
their craft” and are going to provide the best program is vital for any school.  
Equally, teachers trust that parents will support them in their child’s education by 
being an integral part of the school community.  Some ways you can support the 
school and teachers are: 
 

 bring your child prepared for class, 

  make sure your child is wearing the correct uniform,  

 meeting school requirements for homework and study and 

 present your child ready to learn: well rested, well-nourished and calm 
 
 Reciprocal respect is a critical first step in building the school-home partnership into 
something hallmarked by trust and collaboration. In this week’s newsletter I am 
going to give some information about our excellent teaching staff, so you are aware 
of their stages of “Mastery”.  Please note that this information is on our website. 
 
Our Lady of Fatima School has four teachers on staff who have a Master’s Degree in 
Education.  We have ten teachers who have a Bachelor of Education Degree, five 
specialists in Early Childhood Education and three with a Diploma of Teaching.   We 
have employed teachers who have been through a rigorous appointment system 
which includes - Parish Priest reference, employment references, high or 
outstanding final grades in University and a panel of interviewers consisting of the 
Parish Priest, the Principal, a Board member and an Assistant Principal.  
 
Parents, trust that the teaching staff are of a high calibre and they work together to 
get the best results for all our students.  Every teacher in this school knows most 
children and takes responsibility for their care. Teachers discuss individual student 
cases at our staff meetings, we share our data with each other and we meet in 
Professional Learning Communities in our own school as well as in our region.  
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Our Lady of Fatima Palmyra is a Catholic School that aspires to provide a respectful, 

secure and caring learning environment where our community is committed to 
following the teachings of Jesus. 
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COMING UP 
 

October 
 
24th  Crunch & Sip starts 
  

Swimming lessons  
 commence 
 
27th  School Board Meeting 
 
November 
 
2nd – 4th Year 5 Camp  
 
6th Community Mass lead 

by Year 4, PK & K 
 
7th  St Vinnie’s Christmas 

Hamper Appeal 
begins 

 
7th – 10th Year 6 Camp  
 

 
 
 

NEXT P & F MEETING 
Thursday, 10th 

November - 7pm 
 

Don’t forget the 
Sausage Sizzle at 

Bunnings this Sunday! 

mailto:office@olof.wa.edu.au
http://www.olof.wa.edu.au/
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Attached to this newsletter is a reflection piece “The Master Teacher”, I hope you have time to read it and reflect upon 
it.  It is about primary and high school teachers who have different styles and personalities and how you may not 
recognize who is a “Master Teacher”. 
 
On another note on trust, I would like to share this personal story with you: 
My mother is a great source of inspiration to me, as parents often are.  She has a list of quotes in her mind for every 
situation. Her favourite one is, “Trust in God”. Whenever I have a problem and discuss it with my mum, she always pulls 
that one out of her hat.  I must say it is pretty frustrating at times yet profound at other times. I would like to leave you 
with this quote: 
 
“God has a reason for allowing things to happen.  We may never understand His wisdom, but we simply   have to    
trust His will.” 
 
It is an honour and privilege to teach your children and to work with you in a trusting relationship. 
 
God bless, 
 
Sharon Law-Davis 
Acting Principal 
 
Other news from Mrs Law-Davis: 
 
Interschool Carnival:  
Congratulations to the Interschool Athletics Team for their win last Friday.  The team joined me for lunch on Tuesday 
where we had a small celebration. 
 
Jeans for Genes Day 
Over the last two weeks you would have noticed the staff wearing jeans on Thursday (PK and K) and Friday (PP—Year 6) 
and the PK and Kindy children wore jeans on Thursday to raise money and awareness of Jeans for Genes Day. The 
money raised will be donated to this worthy cause. Thank you to the staff and children who participated and donated. 
 
World Teachers’ Day 
Last week the teachers at OLOF were spoilt by the lovely children with their thoughtful gifts and cards. The teachers 
commented on the thought and effort that went into their little gifts, there was no cash value put on the gesture, just 
lots of love. The care and attention shown to teachers was very special. Thank you also to the PP mums and the P & F 
who put on a very stylish ‘high tea’ for the staff. The attention to detail and the effort was greatly appreciated.  
 
Community Mass 
On Sunday 6th November the school and Parish will celebrate Mass at 9.45am as one community. The Pre-Kindy and 
Kindy children will be singing the entrance song and the Year 4 class will be leading the congregation with Parish 
readers.  The community are invited to join us at the Parish Hall for morning tea afterwards where there will be a special 
surprise for all the children. 
 

Parent Meetings 
Over the last two weeks we have had several parent meetings. The Year 5 and 6 teachers ran camp meetings to inform 
parents of any important information for the upcoming camps. Brooke Fraser-Dewar ran a Literacy in the Early Years 
parent information night organised by the School P & F. All were well attended. Thank you Mrs Fraser-Dewar, Miss 
Correia and Mr La Roche for your dedication to our students. 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS  
  

Congratulations to all the children (and the parents) for organising themselves for swimming lessons this week. Students 
from PP to Year 6 will be attending lessons over the next two weeks. Thank you for making sure your child’s items are 
labelled, in case they are left behind, we can get them back to you. 
  

This week’s focus for the school is RESPONSBILITY. We are encouraging this by rewarding students with lunch with the 
Principal on Mondays for students who consistently show responsibility in different situations. 
  

When a student’s belongings are found in the playground they lose one faction token. We have introduced this system this 
term, have you noticed how tidy our school grounds are looking? Well done everyone! 
  

EDUDANCE 
  

Edudance started last week and Linda Bancroft has been very impressed with our students. As this program has run over 
several years, the student’s dance skills have shown great improvement. Mrs Bancroft is also impressed with the behaviour 
of the students. 
  

MELBOURNE CUP FANCY HAT DAY (Tuesday, 1st November) 
  

To get into the spirit of Melbourne Cup your child can wear a fancy hat on Tuesday. They can wear it to the pool to show 
their swimming teachers and we will organise a hat parade around the pool for everyone to enjoy. We will be back at 
school to watch the race as a whole school, as is tradition. This is totally optional. 
  

CANTEEN 
  

Canteen started today and ran very well. The volunteers are doing a great job and we are lucky to have someone step into 
Silvana’s shoes while she is recuperating. 
 

No Pies or sausage rolls are available 
Available this week: 
 

Curry pies and vegetable ricotta pies Gluten free Sausage rolls Hamburgers Chicken burger Fish burgers cheese burgers 
Hot chicken rolls Salad rolls Shepherd's Pie Lasagne Assorted sandwiches and rolls 
 

Free Milo with every order next Wednesday lunch 
  

YEAR 5 CAMP 
 

We wish all the students in Year 5 a wonderful experience as they learn many life skills, build relationships and ‘hang 5’on 
those surfboards. We pray for a safe journey down on the 2nd November and safe return to school on Friday, 4th 
November. 
  

YEAR 6 CAMP 
  

The Year 6’s will venture into unknown territory as we try out a new campsite ‘Fairbridge Farm’ in Week 5. I’m sure it will 
be a rewarding experience for everyone. 
  

YEAR 1 ASSEMBLY 
 

Well done to the Year One class on their fantastic assembly last week. They performed a great dance that showed off their 
coordination and groovy moves. The Year Ones spent a great deal of time learning the dance last term and were able to 
perform the routine at Carnevale in the city, a showcase of talent in Catholic Education. We would like to thank Cath 
Antulov, a past parent of the school, who gave her own time to teach the children the routine as well as Mrs Fraser-Dewar 
for all her hard work preparing the class.  Great work Year Ones! 
ROB LA ROCHE 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
  

The St Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal will start in Week 5 (7th November) and will run for four weeks. Each class will receive a 
laundry basket and students are asked to bring in an item that a family in need would like for their Christmas celebration. 
Items need to be non-perishable. A list will be attached to the basket. Thank you for supporting a family in our community 
who are doing it tough this Christmas. 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
  

November 11th is a pupil free day. It is our “Catholic Day” where teachers are given a day for the many Catholic obligations 
that occur after school hours and on weekends. Please put this in your diary and enjoy the long weekend. 
 

ASCS INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS 
 
Our Lady of Fatima's Athletics Team achieved a hard fought victory at the ASCS Interschool Athletics Carnival at Len 
Shearer Reserve on Friday the 21st October. All the athletes worked to the best of their ability all day against very stiff 
competition. After putting in the hard work in the field and running events, Our Lady of Fatima was in second place by what 
looked to be a good margin that most would think was hard to overcome.  The difference in points did not seem to worry 
the Team Game competitors who made all the difference and were then followed up by a solid performance by all the 
relay teams. The Fatima Athletes demonstrated a calm and skilled performance in all of the eight team games, coming first 
in five, second twice and third in another. Overall, it was a terrific performance by all the students, including some stand 
out performance by several individuals. 
 
Overall Points 

1st  Place Our Lady of Fatima   
 

441 points 
 

2nd Place St Pius 
 

436 points 
 

3rd Place St Benedicts 
 

297 points 
 

5th Place St Columba's 
 

277 points 
 

6th Place St Patrick's 
 

276 points 
 

 
Individual Champions 

 
William Ivancich 

Yr 3 Boys Champion Athlete 
 

Jessica Shepherd 
Yr 3 Girls Champion Athlete 

 

Ethan Dawson 
Yr 5 Boys Runner Up Champion 

 
Alice Leavy 

Yr 5 Girls Runner Up Champion 

 
OSVALDO CELENZA  
PE TEACHER 
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Congratulations to Miss Sally Chamberlain who got engaged over the 

weekend.  We wish Sally and Luke all the very best and wish them a life 

full of love and happiness together.  

 

  
 
  
 
  
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Primary: Lachlan Hooper 
             Alannah Hamilton 
                         Hayden Forzatti 
             Sebastian Rodriguez Rios 
 
Year 1:            Lily Duckworth 
           Ned Dewar 
           Vincent Smith 
            Siobhan Hanbridge 
            Olivia O’Dea 
 
Year 2:           Jake Oliver 
            Ava Mikulic 
            Frankie Lucas 
            Ellie Williams 
           Millie Anderson 

Term 4:- Week 2 

Year 3:   Madison Woods 
  Thomas Backhouse 
  Samantha Johnston 
  Luisa Parish 
 
Year 4:  Chloe O’Leary 
  Isaac Duce 
  Harry Spackman 
 
Year 5:  Bella Bryan 
 
Year 6:  Grace Beeson 
  Kyla Clark 

OCTOBER     NOVEMBER  
 

25
th

 Lucy Omodei    3
rd

 Billy Dawkins 
 

26
th

 Jack Sullivan    7
th

 Jake Oakley 
 

28
th

 Sophie Gault    7
th

 Samuel Beeson 
 

29
th

 Cooper Forzatti            9
th

 Riley Barkla 
 

30
th

 Max Grubb            11
th

 William Di lello  
 

31
st
 Eadie Lucas           11

th
 Eloise Bradford 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
  

 

Thomas Dreverman completed at the Junior Short Course Swimming State 
Championships in the first weekend of the school holidays. He competed in 11 
individual events and several relay teams. During the championship he won 8 
Medals: 
 
GOLD—50m breaststroke, 100m butterfly 
 
SILVER—100m breaststroke, 50m butterfly, 100m individual medley, 200m 
individual medley, & medley relay 
 
BRONZE –100m backstroke 
 

Principal’s                           board displaying students’ outstanding work 
  
 
· Gemma and Melissa Tungate: Winning entries from the Perth Royal Show 
· Tess Lawson: Museum in a Box project 
· Thomas Dreverman: Photo of him and his swimming medals 
 

 Protective Behaviours needed when children are out and about: (reported by a parent)  

 
On Wednesday afternoon around 4:30pm, two Year 5 boys were playing at 

Emily Main Reserve when they were approached by three teenage boys 
(about 14 years old).  One of the boys threatened to “fight them” for 
their bikes.  The older boys stopped following them when they rode 

towards an adult passer-by.  While the incident was minor, it would be a 
good opportunity to remind students of their “exit strategies” if they 

are bullied or threatened in the absence of adults. 

 

Our school is committed to improving children’s health through 
education and by supporting the Crunch&Sip® initiative.  
Crunch&Sip® is a set break for students to eat salad, vegetables 
or fruit and drink water in the classroom. 
 
We invite you to support your child to participate in Crunch&Sip® 

by providing a clean water bottle to sit on the desk and 
vegetables or fruit each day for Crunch&Sip®.  
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  PARISH WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil  -  6.30pm   
 Sunday -  7.30am,  9.45am, 6.30pm 

KEYED UP MUSIC 
 

Keyed Up Music will be running Piano and guitar lessons again in Term 4 at Our Lady of           Fatima. We run 
shared or individual lessons starting from $20 plus GST per lesson. To enrol, to go 

www.keyedupmusic.com.au/enrolment-form  
For more information visit our website www.keyedupmusic.com.au 

Or call Therese on 1300 366 243 with any queries  

SCHOOL BANKING 
 

Congratulations to Safety Bay, Malibu, Coogee, Singleton and Mandurah Baptist primary schools from our 
area who had winners in the Term 3 Prize Lights competition. 

The term 4 rewards available are the Wriggly Glow Worm Slinky and the Bush Fan. 
 

So far this year we have raised over $480 in commissions - great saving kids. 
 

Tuesday mornings.  Students or parents can drop their bank books into the office on/or by Monday for 
banking Tuesday morning and they will be sent back to class after Tuesday morning banking.   

  
Thank you   Maria and Emma 

 

BATTERY RECYCLING NOW AVAILABLE 

 
  

 

 
We now have a Battery Recycling Bin in the School Gallery area – through 
Battery World.  
 
Old batteries can be hazardous to the environment, so bring in any used 
batteries and Battery World will take away the bin to recycle them for us. 
 
Ruby Spackman 
SUSTAINABILITY LEADER 

http://www.keyedupmusic.com.au/enrolment-form
http://www.keyedupmusic.com.au/
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A SPECIAL INVITE FOR EXPECTING MOTHERS 
Mothers who are expecting a baby are invited to consecrate their unborn child to 
Our Lady. 
 
Please contact Sr. M. Lisette if you wish to do so or if you know of a mother who 
would like consecrate her unborn child to Our Lady.  
P: 0400 234 910 
 

NOVEMBER SCHOENSTATT EVENTS 
Fair Sunday, 6th November 2016 from 10am – 2 pm  
Family fun, Bouncy castle, Christmas shop, International food and more 
 
9 Talus Drive, Mt. Richon in Armadale; 
P: 9399 2349 www.schoenstattwa.org.au 

25th SHRINE JUBILEE 
Sunday, 27th November 20163 pm Holy Mass 
 
Celebrant Auxiliary Bishop Don Sproxton. 
 
We warmly invite you to join the Sisters and the Schoenstatt Family to celebrate 
and give thanks for 25 Years of Blessing from the Shine. We are looking forward to 
see some from each school who has come to the Shine since. 
 

http://www.schoenstattwa.org.au/
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The Master Teacher 
 

Walk into Mr. Ishigowa's*  classroom and you wouldn't be impressed. There are no objectives written on the board. The bulletin boards 
display no student work. In fact, the walls are bare, save an ancient poster of Einstein and a chart illustrating different geometric 
shapes. Watching Mr. Ishigowa teach, you wonder why his students—mostly minority boys, with pants hanging well below their waists 
and baseball caps pulled low over their eyes—are even paying attention. Mr. Ishigowa doesn't wow his students with dramatic lectures 
or entertain them with beguiling stories. He doesn't group them into jigsaws or dream up clever games for them to play. He just 
teaches math. For 45 straight minutes he is at the board writing formulas, explaining angles, showing students how to calculate the 
slope of a line. Short, bespectacled, and thin; bald, save for a few wisps of gray hair that stick up on top; and wearing pants pulled up 
almost to his chest, Mr. Ishigowa's physical presence defies the image of a master teacher. So does his quiet manner and heavily 
accented speech. And yet … he can take any student—even students who have failed geometry twice, even fourth-year freshmen—and 
help them pass the state geometry test. Mr. Ishigowa is a master teacher. 
 
In Mrs. Meneker's classroom, music blares from the stereo on her desk. Half of the student desks are pushed casually against the far 
wall. Few if any of her 11th graders are sitting down, though: They are standing in corners talking or hunched over tables coloring while 
occasionally sipping sodas. Some are slouched in a row of beanbag chairs along the back wall of the classroom, eating chips and 
laughing as they flip through magazines. Mrs. Meneker works with one student at her desk, while the other 29 seem to be on their 
own. 
But look more closely: The students standing in the corner aren't just talking; they're looking at a map and debating the value of the 
Louisiana Purchase. Those students coloring? They're drawing maps of what the United States looked like before and after the 
Louisiana Purchase, discussing different possibilities for dividing the states, and debating which should be slave states and which should 
be free states—and using their maps to bolster their point. The students slouched in the beanbag chairs reading? They are looking 
through collections of political cartoons from the time and selecting which they will address in an argumentative essay. Mrs. Meneker 
and the student at her desk are reviewing the student's last test results and setting long-term goals for the next assessment. Before the 
week is over, Mrs. Meneker will have a similar meeting with all of her other students. Even though some struggle now because they 
aren't really prepared for the class, by the end of the year, all of them will pass the AP exam with at least a score of 3. Mrs. Meneker is a 
master teacher. 
 
Mrs. Marshall doesn't work with students after school. She doesn't stay in class during lunch and work with them, either. She doesn't 
give make-up work and rarely offers extra credit. Her gradebook has few grades in it. When she lectures to her 6th and 7th graders, she 
does so from the front of the classroom using nothing but a short list of topics written on the chalkboard—no PowerPoint, no 
interactive whiteboard, no video, no technology at all. At the beginning of her lecture, she tells her students, "I am not a tape recorder, 
and there is no rewind button on me, so you will have to pay attention." After the lecture, her students work on their assignment 
sheets—and there is an assignment sheet almost every day. When asked, she will tell you that her students determine their own 
grades. If they want to pass, they will pass; if they want to fail, that is their choice as well. Every one of Mrs. Marshall's students signs a 
learning contract for each unit of study. They are required to do a certain number of assignments, and if they do them, they earn a C for 
the unit. Those who want to earn a higher grade complete extra assignments according to the contract. And although the "choice to 
fail" is up to the student, few if any of them ever make that choice. Mrs. Marshall is a master teacher. 
In Mr. Davis's classroom the students, all male, sit in rows—razor-straight rows, facing the board. They raise their hands for permission 
to sharpen their pencils; often, their requests are denied. Mr. Davis doesn't like a lot of movement in his classroom. He refers to his 4th 
graders by their last names and insists that they refer to him as "Sir." Mr. Davis runs a tight ship. At first, it seems a bit much for 9- and 
10-year-olds. After all, they are still children, and such military precision seems a little draconian. But for this group of boys, the 
structure helps them focus on planning the class garden using sophisticated tables based on average rainfall, crop yield, and the merits 
of organic compost over commercial fertilizer. The structure helps them concentrate on developing their own hypotheses about the 
optimal time to plant and whether it is better to start the seeds in a pot in the classroom or plant them directly in the soil. The structure 
helps them resist using yardsticks as swords rather than using them to measure the proper size of their lot. And the structure helps 
them develop the self-discipline to work independently or in small groups without becoming distracted. They're learning to think like 
scientists. Mr. Davis is a master teacher. 
 
If I were to ask you to close your eyes right now and picture a master teacher, odds are that you wouldn't conjure up Mr. Ishigowa, Mrs. 
Meneker, Mrs. Marshall, or Mr. Davis. We each have a sense of what a master teacher "looks like" and what a master teacher does. 
And yet in classrooms all around the world there are teachers doing a masterful job of helping students meet or exceed the standards 
who don't look at all like what we would imagine and who may not engage in the laundry list of best practices. 

 

  

https://webmail.cathednet.wa.edu.au/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=66bmM0RsDbHCYmorGG3ZSm41YKN6NMEtynpsi5NN4yMzf9_mlPjTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBhAHMAYwBkAC4AbwByAGcALwBwAHUAYgBsAGkAYwBhAHQAaQBvAG4AcwAvAGIAbwBvAGsAcwAvADEAMQAwADAAMgA4AC8AYwBoAGEAcAB0AGUAcgBzAC8AVwBoAGEAdAAtAEkAcwAtAE0AYQBzAHQAZQByAGYAdQBsAC0AVABlAGEAYwBoAGkAbgBnACUAQwAyACUAQQAyAC4AYQBzAHAAeAAjAGYAbgAqAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ascd.org%2fpublications%2fbooks%2f110028%2fchapters%2fWhat-Is-Masterful-Teaching%25C2%25A2.aspx%23fn*
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TERM  4    -  2016 

Our Lady of Fatima, Palmyra 
WEEK  MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT /SUN 

Week 3 24 Edudance 
Swimming lessons 
 
Crunch and Sip starts 
 

 

25  
Swimming 

lessons 
 

26 
Swimming 

lessons 
 

 

27  
Swimming 

lessons 
 
School Board 

Meeting 
 

28 
Swimming 
lessons 
 

 

29/30 

October/ 

November 

Week 4 

31Edudance 
Swimming lessons 
 

1 
Swimming 

lessons 
 

2 
Swimming 

lessons 
Year 5 Camp 
 

3 
Swimming 

lessons 
Year 5 Camp 

4 
Swimming 
lessons 
Year 5 Camp 
 

 
Community 

Mass Lead by 

PK/K Year 4 

November 

Week 5 

7 Edudance 
Year 6 Camp 
St Vinnie’s Christmas 

Hamper appeal starts 

8 
Year 6 Camp 
 

9 
Year 6 Camp 
 

10 Year 6 Camp 
 
P & F Meeting 

at 7pm 

11 
PUPIL 

 
FREE 

 
DAY 

12/13 

 

Week 6 

14Edudance 
Remembrance Day 

presentation Year 3 

15 
 

16 17 Year 3 and 4 

attend Mass 
Kindy parent 

Information 

meeting at 9am 
Pre-Kindy 

parent 

Information 

meeting at 

1:30pm 

18 
Walk to 

school day  
Get Loud for 

PMH Speech 

and Hearing 
Loud Clothes 

Day 

19/20 

Week 7 

 

21Edudance 22 
Kindy Orientation 

12:30pm - 

2:45pm 
 

23 24  
School Board 

Meeting 

25 Year 2 

Assembly 
Hero Award 
Father visit 

Years 3 - 6 
Hero dress up 

day 

26/27 

Nov/Dec 

 

Week 8 

 

28 Edudance 
St Vinnie’s hamper 

Appeal finishes 

29 
AGM 
Pre-Kindy 

Orientation  
1:30pm - 2:30pm 
 

30 1 
Kindy Nativity 

Play in Hall 

12.30pm 

2 Christmas 

Assembly PP 
 

3/4 

December 

 

Week 9 

 

 

 

 

5 Edudance 6 
Year 6 to 

Adventure World 

7 Edudance 

concert and 

Christmas 

carols 

8Staff meeting 9 School Year 

finishes for 

students 
9.00 

Graduation 

Mass 
Year 6 
10.45 

Graduation 

Assembly  

10/11 

 


